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| received the following email through the PVP Watch organization
(link to them is on my website http://www.homeispalosverdes.com.

The email was written by a contributor to PVP Watch:

Crime and Prevention

Two weeks ago | got a call from one of the residents in the Seahill Townhome complex of which |
am president.

She had noticed a man going through her trash bin, not the re-cycle bin. He zigzagged back and
forth until he reaches the bottom the street involved. The sheriffs were called immediately. |
drove over to the street in question only to see a nondescript mini-van with at least six
occupants driving up Seahill.

According the Deputy what goes on is the driver drops off an individual whose task it is to go
through the trash bins along both sides of a street. He drops off the six scavengers and then
repeats the route picking them up. It takes no more than five minutes for the scavenger to digs
through the trash looking for anything with identification numbers. In this case, most probably
the six scavengers took no more that eight minutes to secure usable documents from the six
blocks that they searched.

From arrival to drop off to pick-up takes no more than ten minutes. They leave and go to
another city that has trash day to not be caught where they were. They can hit has many cities
as they can from the hours about 2:30 am until just before the trash trucks arrive around seven.
They are caught by sheer luck, but prosecutions are rare since trash is considered abandoned
property and is of no value. The police take the position to make these folks lives’ complicated
by checks of motor vehicle records, wants and warrants, vehicle violations, license and
insurance check. Through this process, the message is clear to stay out of the area.

These folks are alive and doing quite well in our neighborhoods. Shred anything that might

convey information about you. Do not put documents in the trash for others to turn into their
treasure.
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Meanwhile, if you believe you have been or are in danger of having your identity compromised,
consider placing a 90 day fraud alert on your credit profile

More information on Fraud Alerts...

Fraud Alert | Learn How

Putting a fraud alert on you credit file is one of the first things you should do if you suspect
someone is trying to open credit accounts in your name. It might be something you want to do,
even if you don't think identity theft is an immediate threat.

Credit Reports & Fraud Alerts

Fraud alerts are not a cure-all, however. A fraud alert can be ignored by creditors. If you suspect
you're a victim of identity theft, or have already become a victim, fraud alerts are only a start in
trying to protect your credit. You also need to pay close attention to your credit report and
consider a credit freeze - an even stronger option than a fraud alert. It tightens access to your
credit data even more by allowing you to freeze all access to your credit file.

What is a Fraud Alert?

A fraud alert is something that the major credit bureaus attach to your credit report. When you,
or someone else, tries to open up a credit account by getting a new credit card, car loan, cell
phone, etc., the lender should contact you by phone to verify that you really want to open a
new account. If you aren't reachable by phone, the credit account shouldn't be opened.

A creditor isn't required by law to contact you, however, even if you have fraud alert in place.

How Do | Set Up a Fraud Alert?

It's pretty easy. Just contact each of the fraud department of the credit bureaus and ask them
to flag your credit file for fraud. You'll probably talk to an automated voice response system and
it should only take a few minutes. You should consider using your cell phone as a contact
number, so creditors can reach you more easily.

You can also request fraud alerts online. Here are the locations for Equifax and Experian:
e Equifax: https://www.alerts.equifax.com

e Experian: http://www.experian.com/fraud
e TransUnion: TransUnion apparently does not offer an online application.
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You can also use vendors like Debix or Lifelock to place and manage your fraud alerts. One of
the advantages of using these services is that fraud alerts normally expire after 90 days and
they have to be resubmitted. Debix and Lifelock will automatically send in a request every 90
days plus they have some other excellent features.

The bureaus claim to share fraud alert data once you contact one of them. However, some
studies have shown that this process doesn't always work so your best option is to contact each
bureau individually to place an alert.

What Happens When | Activate a Fraud Alert?

e Within 24 hours, an alert should be be activated at the credit bureau. You should
receive a confirmation in the mail a week or two after your call. If you don't receive this
confirmation, call a place the alert again.

e Your name will be removed from all pre-approved credit and insurance offers for two
years.

The fraud alert will remain in place for only 90 days. When the time runs out, you'll need to
reactivate the alert or you can consider a service like Debix or Lifelock. You can also apply for a
7-year victim statement that will keep the alert in place for, you guessed it, 7 years. For this,
you will have to provide proof that you've been a victim of fraud.

Fraud Alerts for Minor Children

The credit reporting agencies do not knowingly maintain credit files on minor children. If you
suspect that your minor child's information has been used fraudulently, you should contact the
credit reporting agencies directly and report the illegal use of your child's information to law
enforcement.

You'll need to supply each credit reporting agency with your child's:

e Complete name

e Address

e Date of birth

e A copy of the minor child's birth certificate

e A copy of the minor child's social security card

e A copy of your driver's license or other government-issued proof of your identity, which
includes your current address

e A current utility bill containing your current address so the credit reporting agencies
may promptly respond to your request.

Send the information (I would suggest using certified mail) to the fraud department of the
credit bureaus.
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What Are the Drawbacks of a Fraud Alert?

Activating a fraud alert will cause you a problem if you're used to walking into an electronics
store, signing up for their amazing "don't pay anything until 2010" credit offer, and walking out
of the store with a new big-screen TV. With a fraud alert active, you have to be available at
either your work phone or home phone to approve opening the credit account. No big deal. It
will just require a short delay in your instant gratification and a call-back to the credit company
authorizing the new account.

If you can live with that, putting a fraud alert on your credit will help protect you in some
situations.

NOTE: You want to be cautious if you're just about to apply for a home loan or refinance. Let
your broker know that you have a fraud alert in place because you're trying to protect yourself
against fraud.

On the plus side, a fraud alert won't cause any problems with your current credit card, bank or
credit accounts. It's focused on new credit accounts, not the ones you already have opened.

How Can | Remove a Fraud Alert?

If you decide you want to remove a fraud alert you'll need to request it in writing. You'll have to
include your name, social security number, current and previous addresses, date of birth, and
telephone number and send it to the fraud department of the credit bureaus where the alert
has been placed. I'd also suggest using certified mail or overnight shipping. You want to be able
to track a letter that has all that critical data. You could also just wait the 90 days for the alert to
expire.
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